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By Stephen Lacey

British Film Institute, United Kingdom, 2010. Paperback. Condition: New. 2010 ed.. Language: English
. Brand New Book. ?Cathy Come Home is one of the most influential and highly-regarded UK
television dramas. First screened in 1966, it was a devastating indictment of government policy
towards homelessness, and a powerful defence of the homeless. More than forty years on, it is still
cited as one of the most important television dramas of all time. Screened in the BBC s
groundbreaking Wednesday Play anthology series, Cathy was the first single UK television play to be
made on film and shot substantially on location. Directed by Ken Loach and produced by Tony
Garnett, the film had an immediate impact, recording unprecedented audience approval ratings
and generating controversy in the press. Its appearance coincided with the launch of the housing
charity Shelter, which used an image of Carol White (the actress who played Cathy) as part of a
poster campaign that helped the charity become a national campaigning body on behalf of the
homeless. Cathy was also formally innovative. Based on the writer Jeremy Sandford s meticulous
research, it combined a variety of documentary techniques in a dramatic context, and was one of
the first...
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