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an isolated being, could evince, were he to try to execute any thing so geometrically perfect. Thus
naturally led to the reflection, let us now observe the contradiction which such a train of ideas
involves. It is an accorded fact, that the insect tribe are infinitely below the humblest of the
vertebrated animals in relation to the size of the brain; and yet, if their instincts are acts of this
organ, how comes it that many of them should be so superior in this respect to most of the
vertebrated animals? Comparative anatomy solves the question--they are acts which the brain does
not execute. From the foregoing observations, therefore, we are enabled to infer, that man ranks in
the lowest grade as an instinctive being, because he is the most inferior of all relatively to the
proportional volume of the...
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